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Lighting & Our Data Centers
A DC BLOX Community Resource
DC BLOX understands that communities may have questions about lighting when a data center is 
proposed. Lighting is important for safety and security, but it does not have to mean excessive 
brightness, glare, or light spilling onto nearby properties.

Data center lighting can be designed for the specific site. The lighting plan can account for neighboring 
homes, roadways, parks, tree lines, property boundaries, and sensitive areas such as wildlife habitats. 
The goal is to support safe operations while limiting unnecessary off-site impacts.

Why does this matter?
Lighting impacts depend on how a site is designed. A data center near homes, parks, or wildlife areas 
may need a different lighting approach than one in a more isolated industrial area. DC BLOX can work 
with lighting designers, engineers, and local stakeholders to support safe operations while reducing 
glare, brightness, and unnecessary light spillover.
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Have questions?  
Learn more about DC BLOX and how digital infrastructure projects 
connect communities like yours to the world.

Lighting Approach What It Means

Directional Lighting Lights can be aimed toward the facility and away from neighboring 
properties, roadways, or sensitive areas.

Shielded Fixtures Fixtures can help contain light on site and reduce glare into surrounding 
areas.

Lower Light Levels Lighting can be set at levels needed for safety and security without being 
brighter than necessary.

Timers and Controls Lighting can be managed by schedules, motion sensors, dimming systems,  
or operating needs.

Careful Fixture 
Placement

Lights can be placed to support visibility where needed while reducing 
spillover near property lines or sensitive areas.

Site-Specific Review Lighting plans can be adjusted based on local requirements, surrounding  
land uses, safety standards, and community considerations.


