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DC BLOX Holds Productive Discussions with Nashville Zoo Board Chair and CEO

Collaborative talks organized by the Mayor’s Office address environmental and animal care
concerns, and potential reductions in scale for the proposed data center

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (July 7, 2026) — Leadership from the Nashville Zoo and DC BLOX met with
Nashville Mayor Freddie O’Connell and Metro legal staff last week to discuss the data center
development proposed for the Grassmere Business Park. The discussion was a collaborative
discussion that covered environmental stewardship, animal wellbeing, and the neighboring
community while supporting the growing digital infrastructure needs of Nashville.

Confirmation was provided that the proposed facility will not function as an Al data center and
would not deploy any onsite power generation. Further, the meeting provided the opportunity
to directly discuss operational, safety, and health factors regarding the zoo’s habitats. In
response to specific concerns raised, the following are offered as DC BLOX’s contractually
binding commitments to the zoo and the greater Nashville community.

Sound: We will use advanced equipment and designs to minimize sound, and we will
contractually commit to a sound level no greater than 65 dB(A) at the property line, within the
range of ambient sound levels in the area and well below the current 85 dB(A) zoning
requirement for the site.

Audiology assessment: DC BLOX offered to fund a third-party specialist to conduct a rigorous
acoustic impact study tailored specifically to the zoo’s unique animal populations.

Emissions: DC BLOX will equip all emergency backup generators with the highest grade of
exhaust after-treatment technology to capture particulate emissions, while strictly limiting
routine equipment testing to pre-approved time windows that align with the zoo requests.

Water: Our development uses either a waterless or closed-loop cooling system engineered to
conserve water. We will use less water than the office building currently on the site.

Stormwater: Our use will reduce impervious surfaces compared to the current site, add new
stormwater retention, and objectively improve stormwater runoff relative to the existing use.
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Power: DC BLOX commits to fully funding 100% of the power infrastructure and utility upgrades
required to serve the facility, ensuring local residents and businesses do not see an increase in
their power bills due to this project.

Light: Our data centers use only limited external lighting for parking and the immediate building
perimeter. DC BLOX will enforce a strict lighting protocol utilizing shielded, downlight fixtures to
eliminate light spill-over. Our proposed buildings will reduce light levels compared to the
current office and its associated parking.

DC BLOX also offered a potential reduction in scope and scale of the project including the
possible repositioning of our facility on the site, demonstrating a significant gesture of
responsiveness to community concerns.

DC BLOX is making every effort to engage and work with representatives of the city and zoo
leadership to come to meaningful understandings and effective solutions. With our goal of
transparency with the Nashville community, we have launched a web page at
www.dcbloxnash.com for further information about the proposed project that will be updated
as conversations evolve.

dcblox.com | 844-4DCBLOX | 1040 Crown Pointe Pkwy, Suite 800, Atlanta, GA 30338




