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Size, Scale, Function & Our Data Centers
A DC BLOX Community Resource
Data centers are not one-size-fits-all. They vary widely by size, power capacity, cooling needs, 
connectivity, customer type, and purpose. Some support local network performance; others power 
enterprise systems, cloud platforms, hyperscale infrastructure, or advanced AI workloads. Today, 
scale is measured not only by square footage, but by power capacity, expressed in kilowatts (kW) or 
megawatts (MW).

Why does this matter?
Data center scale affects how a facility is designed, powered, cooled, connected, built, and operated.  
That is why each project should be evaluated on its specific facts, including: facility type, site design, 
power plan, cooling approach, fiber connectivity, construction timeline, operations, and long-term 
community benefits.
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Have questions?  
Learn more about DC BLOX and how digital infrastructure projects 
connect communities like yours to the world.

Type Typical Scale Primary Function

Edge Up to 10 MW; 500–
10,000+ sq. ft.

Smaller facilities close to users or networks that improve 
local performance and reduce latency.

Enterprise 1–10 MW; 10,000–
100,000 sq. ft.

Dedicated facilities for one organization’s internal IT, 
security, compliance, and business operations.

Colocation 3–50 MW; 100,000–
1M+ sq. ft.

Multi-customer facilities provide secure space, power, 
cooling, connectivity, and physical protection.

Hyperscale 100–300+ MW; 
200,000–1M+ sq. ft.

Large campuses supporting cloud, content, network, 
storage, and high-volume digital services.

AI Data Center 100 MW–1+ GW; 
300,000–1.5M+ sq. ft.

High-density facilities built for advanced computing, 
specialized processors, and greater cooling demands.


