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Water Usage & Our Data Centers
A DC BLOX Community Resource
DC BLOX understands that communities may have questions about data centers, water use, cooling 
systems, and environmental protection. A common misconception is that data centers consume 
massive amounts of water or discharge contaminated water into the environment. That is not how DC 
BLOX facilities are designed.

How does DC BLOX use water?
DC BLOX uses air cooling and closed-loop cooling systems to cool servers. Air cooling is much like 
traditional AC. Closed-loop systems are filled and sealed, allowing fluid to circulate through the system 
rather than being continuously consumed or discharged.
This means DC BLOX data centers do not rely on large volumes of water for ongoing cooling operations. 
Water use is generally limited to ordinary building needs, such as restrooms, sinks, landscaping, and 
occasional system maintenance.

What is in the closed-loop system?
DC BLOX closed-loop systems use water mixed with propylene glycol. Propylene glycol is a commonly 
used additive found in many everyday products, including food, medicine, and cosmetics.
The mixture stays inside sealed piping. It is not discharged into soil, groundwater, waterways, or the 
public water system. If the system ever needs to be drained for maintenance, the fluid is captured and 
handled according to applicable environmental requirements.

Do DC BLOX cooling systems discharge sludge or contaminated water?
No. DC BLOX cooling systems do not produce sludge from cooling operations. Our facilities do not use 
open industrial water systems that continuously consume, treat, or discharge large volumes of water. 
In a closed-loop system, the cooling fluid circulates inside sealed piping. It is not discharged into soil, 
groundwater, waterways, or the public water system. If maintenance ever requires fluid to be drained, 
it is captured and handled according to applicable environmental requirements.

How does DC BLOX protect local water resources?
DC BLOX complies with applicable water, wastewater, storm water, and environmental requirements. 
Specific permits and safeguards vary by site, but the goal is consistent: use water responsibly and 
protect surrounding ecosystems.
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Have questions? 
Learn more about DC BLOX and how digital infrastructure projects 
connect communities like yours to the world.
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